
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
February 9, 2016 

Prior to the regular meeting, the Commission convened an executive session at 4:00 PM 
to discuss a personnel issue per RCW 42.30.110 (1) (g) and adjourned at 4:25 PM.   

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
February 9, 2016.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, Interim Manager/Engineering Manager; Mark 
Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Mike Fox, 
Operations Manager; Kathy White, Human Resource Manager; Kevin Tate, Community 
Relations Manager; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; 
Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Jessica Sidhu, Dale Ragan, Mount Vernon City Councilman, 
Larry Jensen, Terri Cook, Curt Tronsdal, Jim Walters, Ryan Dales, Brandon Stone, 
Skagit Valley Herald, Mark Semrau, and Mike Newman; District Employees:  including 
Larry Saunders, Chris Shaff, Kurt VanBurkleo, Cathy Langlow, and Krista Lewis. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson recused himself from moving to approve the Project Approval of 
Chestnut Cove, as he has business dealings regarding the project. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve items (a) and (b) of the Consent Agenda for 
February 9, 2016, and recused himself from approval of item (c) as he has business dealings 
regarding the Chestnut Cove Project.   

a. Approval of Minutes  -  Commission Meeting 02/02/16 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2661 

Voucher Nos. 5483-5531, Payroll Check Nos. 12842-012920, M00538 ($552.268.08) 02/09/16 
The motion passed.  
 
Commissioner Cook moved to approve item (c) under the Consent Agenda: 

c. Project Approval – Chestnut Cove (Sedro-Woolley) 
The motion passed. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report: 

Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported on the following: 

• Crews continued to focus most of their effort on pipe replacement with the 
Discovery Drive, Peterson Road to Gailee Drive, & Gull Drive, Gailee Drive to 
Maple Crest Drive project and investigated a leaky valve on the existing 24-inch 
transmission line. This week crews are continuing with pipe replacement, and 
completing tie-in work for the 24” transmission line and the new work on 30th 
Street. Next week crews will continue with the Discovery Drive pipe replacement 
Project. The next pipe replacement project is the Ball Road project. 

• The District awarded the Mann Road LUD #31 project to Trico Companies. The 
contractor has revised their schedule to reflect a February 22, 2016 start date. This 
is a week later than originally scheduled.  

• Shoreline Construction was awarded the 30th Street Transmission Line and Digby 
Road Pipeline Phase-I project. On January 11 the contractor closed the road for 
construction. The Contractor has set and placed the 24 and 36-inch valves and 
meter vault. The 36-inch line has already been returned to service and the 24-inch 
line is expected to be returned to service this week. The contractor will then begin 
working on the 18-inch branch line and meter. This project is partially funded 
through a Drinking Water State Revolving Fund loan.  



• District Staff have submitted an updated application for the 2015 DWSRF 
loan/grant program for the Mountain View consolidation project. Rather than 
accepting new or renewed applications the State has opted to fund projects that 
exceeded original loan amounts and the District will not see this project funded 
through the DWSRF.  

• The Bulk Water Filling Stations have shipped and are in the District’s possession. 
The concrete pads for both filling stations have been poured. The fill station 
representative will be on site the week of February 16 to assist in startup and train 
staff on operation and maintenance.   

Operations Manager Fox reported that power will be installed tomorrow at the Conway 
fill station.  Commission Littlefield asked about Mundt Creek intake work; Operations 
Manager Fox replied the work in the budget for this year. 

Human Resource Manager White reported that she had forwarded two proposals to the 
Commission this morning from executive search firms.  Commissioner Robertson stated 
that he had received contact regarding a proposal from a franchise of the parent company 
that submitted one of the proposals forwarded by HR Manager White and asked if he 
should for the information for consideration; HR Manager White replied yes.  Discussion 
ensued regarding executive search proposals and scheduling an executive session for 
Commission review of proposals received.  An executive session will be added to the 
agenda for the February 23 Commission meeting.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that HR 
Manager White has suggested an updated job description, as search firms will be 
requesting that. 

Under Old Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented a recap of the Commission work 
session held earlier today regarding short-term and long-term solutions for Skagit 
irrigation issues and policy decisions that will need to be made.  Discussion ensued 
regarding various aspects of the issues, including a seasonal transfer that will not be held 
up while working on long-term solutions, continued discussion, whether to move forward 
with a non-emergency water right change application while working on long-term 
policies or taking no action until those policies have been established, upriver irrigation 
needs, and examining the issue Attorney Tom Mortimer has prepared for discussion at 
the meeting of February 23.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that it is in the District’s best 
interest to help the irrigator and look at policy issued for next year.  Attorney Mortimer 
recommended proceeding with a 1-year non-emergency water right change application 
with DOE payment and agreeing in principal with irrigators before moving forward with 
long-term policies in 2017.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that a draft policy will be 
prepared for review next week if the Commission so directs.  Commissioner Cook stated 
that he has ideas and suggestions, but what is the point if a draft policy is going to be 
prepared; Interim Manager Sidhu replied that the point of a draft is to obtain ideas and 
suggestions for potential inclusion.  Commissioners Littlefield and Robertson requested 
moving forward with a draft policy. 

Under Old Business, Interim Manager Sidhu reviewed discussion points prepared by 
Attorney Mortimer regarding the Skagit Fill Station issued and stated that a draft policy is 
needed.  Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the project, including permit 
application for use, interruptible supply, water being withdrawn from fill stations will be 
considered non-potable after passing the meter, beneficial use requirement vs. resale, 
revocation of permit for non-compliance, prepaid debit cards vs. credit cards for 
payment, proposed rates, long-term goals and the need to address short-term goals to 
place the fill station in service.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that if the Commission so 
desires, a draft policy will be presented for review at the Commission meeting of 
February 23.  Commissioner Littlefield stated he would like to see a draft policy prepared 
for the next meeting. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented revisions to Personal Leave 
Policy #1003, based on the directive of the Commission that non-union employees 
receive the additional three days of personal leave (PL) granted in the Collective 
Bargaining Agreement for union employees.  He stated that the accrual rate changes are 
addressed on page 1 and additional revisions are included on page 2 regarding cash out or 
lump sum payments of accrued PL.  Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the 
proposed revisions, including pros and cons of continuance of benefit accrual while on 



PL; past practice of continue accrual since implementation of the plan, and similar 
policies in place with other PUD’s surveyed.  Commissioner Robertson moved to 
approve Personal Leave Policy #1003 as presented.  Commissioner Cook read aloud the 
PL accrual rates, stating they were negotiated by staff for staff.  The motion passed. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented Change Order No. 014 with 
Cayenta Division of N. Harris Computer Corporation.  The change order documents 
adjustments in the Statement of Work to establish payment milestones tied to deliveries 
for the remaining elements of the project in the amount of $73,320 including hours 
allocated to time and material work orders for use in additional support to complete the 
remaining elements of the project.  Interim Manager Sidhu requested approval and 
authorization to sign on behalf of the District.  Discussion ensued regarding various 
aspects of the proposed change order.  Commissioner Robertson moved to approve 
Change Order No. 014 with Cayenta Division of N. Harris Computer Corporation and to 
authorize Interim Manager Sidhu to sign said change order on behalf of the District.  The 
motion passed. 

Under Miscellaneous, the meeting of February 16 will not be cancelled. 

Under Audience Comments, Larry Jensen, Skagit County Farm Bureau, thanked the 
Commission and staff for the information presented during the work session today.  He 
stated that water for agriculture is important and asked that the Commission allow 
farmers access to water and hopes there will not be too many costs that make it difficult.  
He asked what harm water withdrawn from the lower Skagit does, as it is dumping in to 
the bay. 

Curt Tronsdal thanked the Commission and staff for the informative meeting regarding 
irrigation issues earlier today as well and also commended the City of Anacortes and Fred 
Buckenmeyer for their participation. 

Ryan Dales asked about an all staff meeting last week and insinuated that Interim 
Manager Sidhu and Attorney Gilbert insulted the Finance Department and a 
Commissioner for leaked personal information.  Mr. Dales asked for an explanation of 
what personal information was leaked, what information was leaked by a Commissioner, 
and why an all staff meeting was held; Attorney Gilbert and Interim Manager Sidhu 
replied that it was not appropriate to reveal the information in a public forum.   

Attorney Gilbert stated that the information of a personal nature was shared with the 
Commission and Interim Manager Sidhu felt it was important that staff be made aware of 
that fact, which he believes was a wise decision.   

Mr. Dales continued with negative comments and various allegations regarding work 
conditions at the District on behalf of Christine Blake, Shawn Backman and Vanessa 
Dales, lack of action by the Commission and insults directed at Interim Manager Sidhu; 
the Commission replied with no comment.  Mr. Dales read a prepared statement 
reiterating negative comments and allegations directed at the staff and Commission. 

Mike Newman asked if it is a legal requirement to sign in for the meeting; Commissioner 
Littlefield replied no, it helps with names for the minutes.  Mr. Newman asked for more 
information about the executive session held today, as there are very few items that can 
be discussed in executive session and quoted an RCW; Attorney Gilbert replied that Mr. 
Newman might want to look closer at the RCW in question. 

Justin, from Sedro-Woolley, asked about the status of the Auditor position; HR Manager 
White replied it is in process. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Littlefield stated that the work session 
earlier today was very informative and it will take some time to work through the issues. 

Commissioner Cook stated that Treasurer Dales was open and honest as Interim GM and 
she spoke with him and that put a target on her back. 



Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of February 9, 2016 was adjourned at 
5:45 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


